Alumni of Wageningen University & Research (WUR) enthusiastic about the ‘Business &
Bitterballen Alumni Event’ in Jakarta

Recently, the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Indonesia launched the Oranye Alumni
Network, bringing together Indonesians and other international alumni who have studied in the
Netherlands. The network’s first Business & Bitterballen Alumni Event, themed “High Tech &
Sustainability,” was held at the vibrant cultural center Erasmus Huis of the Dutch Embassy on 11
November 2025.

With a community of over 1,000 WUR alumni in Indonesia - around 400 of whom live in the greater
Jakarta area - it came as no surprise that Wageningen alumni formed the largest group among the 300
participants. “It was great to feel the WUR vibe again,” said alumna Nistia Sekar Ningati, who returned
from the Netherlands just six months ago. "I already miss ‘*home...". Nistia, Country Director at Form
International, was also one of three WUR alumni offering mentoring advice during the event, alongside
Liselotte Heederik, Founder & Director of Nazava Water Filters, and Irawati Eviana, Climate Resilience
Analyst at Haskoning.

The plenary programme featured inspiring talks by Joddy Tjakrawinata, Marketing Director at Niclabs,
and Helga Angelina Tjahjadi, Co-Founder and CEO of Burgreens. This was followed by a presentation on
the importance of studying high-tech disciplines in the Netherlands by Marten Houkes, representative of
Dutch universities (University of Groningen), and a speech by Jurriaan Middelhof, Dutch Ambassador for
Youth, Education and Work.

The official programme concluded with remarks from Marc Gerritsen, the Ambassador of the Netherlands
to Indonesia, who emphasized the value of an active Dutch alumni network in Jakarta in strengthening
ties between Indonesia and the Netherlands. He was happy to see such an incredible presence at the first
Oranye Alumni Network event and whished everyone an inspiring evening.

During the dinner buffet featuring Dutch specialties such as bitterballen and poffertjes, alumni explored
the networking market with representatives from local companies and Dutch universities. A lively group
of WUR alumni gathered around the Wageningen market stall - some recent graduates, others long-
established professionals in Indonesia. They reconnected, exchanged stories, and had a lot of fun.

"It was very inspiring to meet so many WUR alumni in Indonesia,” said Denise Spiekerman, Alumni
Relations Officer. “The networking market also provided a great opportunity to discuss internships for
current students and to explore potential collaborations with WUR.” Online follow-up meetings will be
organized with local WUR alumni volunteers to exchange ideas and ensure the Wageningen alumni
community in Jakarta remains actively connected.
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